[image: image1.png]




Media alert
TUESDAY, JULY 26, 2011

                                                                                                                                                           FOR IMMEDIATE USE
[image: image2.png]\ Y The Fragile X
(@) &® Association of
Australia



Doctors uniting to unravel intellectual disability and autism gene for Fragile X Awareness Month
Today (Tuesday, July 26) Australian doctors will announce their world-first endeavour to unravel the leading genetic cause of intellectual disability and autism, as part of Fragile X Awareness Month (July).
Fragile X Syndrome affects up to 100,000 Australians – many of whom are unaware they have the condition – and causes a range of physical and intellectual disabilities and behaviours.
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Female carriers may experience infertility and early onset menopause, while some older male carriers may develop FXTAS – a condition affecting balance, tremor and memory, similar to Parkinson’s disease. 
Although almost as widespread as cystic fibrosis and muscular dystrophy, Fragile X is greatly under-recognised and under-diagnosed in Australia. 

To learn more about Fragile X and world-first research into the condition, speak to the following people: 

AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW

EXPERTS

Ms Christine Kelleher
Board Member & NSW Parent Support Representative, Fragile X Association of   Australia & Fragile X carrier, SYDNEY
Ms Jocelyn Selwood
General Manager, Fragile X Association of Australia, SYDNEY
A/Prof Julian Trollor
Chair of Intellectual Disability Mental Health & Head of Department of Developmental Disability Neuropsychiatry, University of New South Wales, SYDNEY
Dr Natalie Silove
Developmental Paediatrician, Westmead Children’s Hospital, SYDNEY 
Dr Jonathan Cohen
General Practitioner & Medical Director of the Fragile X Alliance Clinic, MELBOURNE
Prof Kim Cornish
Head of Discipline, Psychology & Director of Developmental Neuroscience and Genetics Disorder Lab, Monash University, MELBOURNE
Dr Helen Heussler
Developmental and Behavioural Paediatrician, Mater Hospital, BRISBANE
PATIENTS
Robyn 
Fragile X carrier and mother of two children affected by the condition, SYDNEY
Simone
Fragile X carrier facing a childless future, SYDNEY
Nicola
Raising a daughter with Fragile X, SYDNEY 
Jane
Mother of two boys affected by Fragile X, SYDNEY
Maggie
Mother of three children affected by Fragile X, MELBOURNE
Greg
Raised two children affected by Fragile X, BRISBANE
Danielle
Raising five-year-old son with Fragile X, BRISBANE

Melissa 
Mother of one son affected by Fragile X, BRISBANE

  MEDIA INFORMATION: 


Full media kit available for download today (TUES, July 26) at   

                                       


www.vivacommunications.com.au/blog 
     MEDIA CONTACTS:           


Denise Vrontas / Kirsten Bruce VIVA! Communications                                                                           

                                           


02 9884 9011 / 0414 524 383 / 0401 717 566 

  JOIN THE CONVERSATION:                                  #FragileX
Tom, 5 living with Fragile X Syndrome








